Abolition and Order
joint sojournings in buildings out of which decent people are gradually edged. This happens in London; but, unfortunately for the contrast set up by regulationists, it happens everywhere else as well. Prostitution is assuredly no more widely scattered in London than in any of the other cities compared with it; maps showing its incidence would abundantly sustain this assertion. Berlin is in this respect precisely like London; the Berlin prostitute lives anywhere, wellnigh everywhere, and, besides, frequently possesses a key to a room in an apartment building close to the scene of her nightly perambulations. In Paris and Vienna, the amount of bordelled prostitution being negligible, the numerous non-interned women live where they please; in Vienna, indeed, as I have pointed out, the police rules expressly forbid needless interference with their preferences as to domicile; in Paris, they congregate fn the congenial environment of Mont-martre and the Latin Quarter; but they are not excluded from fashionable thoroughfares such as the Avenue Victor Hugo, or the spokes of the wheel radiating from the Arc de Triomphe. Abolition does not suffer by comparison with regulation in this respect.
An interesting light is shed on the relation of street and bordell, discussed in a previous chapter, by the experience of London. Regent Street and Piccadilly are still notorious for the number of loose women frequenting them; but far less so than formerly when " at certain hours they became so crowded with undesirable persons as to make the use of the streets irksome to respectable persons." 44 In this same area over three-hundred dis-
44 Report, Royal Commission, p. 124.